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This article presents the subject of the role of women voting in elections to the
Legislative Sejm. However, this is not the story of women recognized by society and
elected representatives in the Sejm of the reborn Poland. This is the story of women
who were called for the first time to vote in elections. Receiving full public rights after
many years of ignorance on the part of men, they were urged and encouraged to
appear in elections. The main inspiration for this article was to find leaflets, posters
and appeals to Polish citizens before the elections to the 1919 legislative parliament.
We were impressed by the number of appeals to women who began to be treated as
full citizens of the Second Polish Republic. After reviewing the materials, we decided to
familiarize the reader with the reality of the parliamentary elections and the role
of women they played in this important event of rebuilding Poland.
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Adamyc Anices, [leprcasHuil apxie y YeHcmoxogi, m. YexoHcmos, [loavwa;

CmyodHuyvka-Mapwanuuk Kapoaina, dokmop icmopii, ['ymaHimapHo-
IpupodHuyuii ynisepcumem imeni Aua Jayzowa 8 YeHcmoxosi, M. YexoHcmos, [loabuja

PoJib )KiHOYMX r'0J10CiB y BUOOpax 10 3aKoHogaB4oro Ceiimy y 1919 poui

Y uiit crarTi npefcTaB/ieHa TeMa PoJi XKiHOK, SKi T0JIOCYI0Th Ha BUOOpax /10
3aKOHOJaBYoro ceiiMy. OfHak 1ie He icTopisl >XiHOK, BU3HAaHUX CYCIJIbCTBOM Ta
o6panux npenactaBHulsaMUu y Ceilmi Bigpomkenoi Ioabui. Lle icTopis KiHOK, fKUX
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BIepille 6yJI0 3aKJIMKAHO roJIoCyBaTU Ha BU6opax. OTpUMaBIIY NMOBHI Ny6JlivHi npaBa
nic/si 6araTopiyHOro HeBM3HaHHS 3 GOKY 4OJIOBIKiB, IX 3aKJ/IMKa/AW i 3a0X04yBajd
6patu y4yacTb y BuOGOpax. OCHOBHUM HAaTXHEHHAM AJs Iiie€i ctarTi Oysio 3HAUTH
JIUCTIBKM, IJIaKaTH Ta 3BepHeHHs Jo rpomajsH [loabwi mnepes Bubopamu
[0 3aKOHOZaB4yoro mnapJsiameHTy 1919 poky. Hac Bpasuja KiJbKiCTb 3BepHeHBb [0
JKIHOK, [10 IKUX [T0YaJIM CTaBUTUCA 4K [0 TOBHONpPaBHUX rpoMazsaH [Jpyroi [lonbcekoi
Pecniy6siiku. [lepersisHyBIIM MaTepiasid, MH BUPIIIWIA O03HAHOMUTH YMUTada
3 peasIbHICTIO NMapJIaMeHTChKUX BUOGOPIB Ta poJUIIO XKIHOK, SIKy BOHH Bigirpanu y nii
BaXKJIMBiM moaii Big6yaoBu Iosbii.

KiouoBi cioBa: KiHKM; BUOOpYe 3aKOHOJABCTBO; 3aKOHOJ[ABYUH CEUM;
rosocyBanHs; BubGopwu; /Jlpyra Ilonbceka Pecny6uika; [Mosibcbka CoriasicTuyHa
[TapTig; IlapTia HanionansHoi HesanexHocTi.

Adamyc Aauces, T'ocydapcmeeHHbulil apxue 6 YeHcmoxose, 2. YexoHcmos,
Ilonvwa;

CmydHuyka-Mapvavuuk Kapoauna, Jdokmop ucmopuu, [ymaHumapHo-
Ecmecmeennblli yHugepcumem umeHu fAHa Jlayeowa e YeHcmoxose, 2. YexoHcmos,
Ilonvwa

Po/sib KEHCKMX TO0JIOCOB B BbI6Opax B 3aKOHOJaTes/ibHbIN CelM
B 1919 roay

B sTo#l cTaTbe mpexacTaBjeHa TeMa POJIM KEHIIWH, KOTOpble TOJIOCYIOT Ha
BbIOOpAxX B 3aKOHOAATEIbHBIN celiM. OZJHAKO 3TO He UCTOPHUS KEHIIMH, TPU3HAHHBIX
0011[eCTBOM M M30paHHBIX NpeJcTaBUTeNbHUIAMU B CeiiMe BO3poXkAeHHOM [lobIin.
JTO HCTOpHSA >KEHIWH, KOTOpble BIepBble MPHU3BaJHU [0J0COBAaTh Ha BbIGOpaXx.
[Tosy4uB noJsiHble My6JIUYHBIE TPABA [TOC/Je MHOT0JIETHETO HENPU3HAHUS CO CTOPOHBI
MYXK4YMH, HMX MPU3bIBAJIM MW TMOOWIPSJIM y4yacTBOBaTh B BbIGopax. OCHOBHBIM
BJOXHOBEHUEM [JIsi 3TOH CTAaTbU ObLIO HAWTH JIMCTOBKH, IJIAKaTbl U O6GpalleHus
K rpakaaHam [losibliu nepej; BbIGOpaMHU B 3aKOHOAATEbHBIN MapJjaMeHT 1919 roga.
Hac nopasusio KosinuecTBO 00pallleHU# K KeHIL[UHAM, K KOTOPbIM CTaJl OTHOCUTBCS
KaK K MOJIHOMpaBHBIM rpaxzaaHaM Bropoit Ilonbckoit Pecny6suku. IlpocmoTpes
MaTepuasbl, Mbl PEUIWJM 03HAKOMHUTb YMUTATEJNs C PeaJbHOCTbIO MapJlaMeHTCKUX
BbIOOPOB U POJIbIO >XEHUIWH, KOTOPbIE ChITPAJU POJb B 3TOM Ba)KHOM COOBITUH
BOCCTaHOBJIeHHUs [losbmin.

KioueBble c0Ba: (KEHIIUHb]; H30UpaTeJbHOE  3aKOHOJAATEIbCTBO;
3aKOHO/IaTe/IbHbII CceilM; rojiocoBaHus, BbIOOpHI; BTopas Iloabckas Pecny6.inka;
[Tonbckas Counanucrtudeckas naptus; [laptusa HanmonanbHoi HesaBucuMoCTH.

Introduction

This article presents the role of women in elections to the Legislative Sejm
in 1919. However, this is not the story of women recognized by society and elected
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deputies of the reviving Polish state. This is the story of women who were called for
the first time to vote in elections. Receiving full public rights after many years
of ignorance on the part of men, they were urged and encouraged to appear
in elections. The main inspiration for this article was to find leaflets, posters and
appeals to Polish citizens on the eve of elections to the 1919 legislative parliament.

The analysis of sources and recent researches

These materials were collected by the Potocki and Ostrowski families in their
archives. All leaflets, appeals, brochures and notes were collected by the family on
their own, which was associated with a strong connection of the Potocki and Ostrowski
lives with politics. In addition to the men actively participating in it, the Potocki and
Ostrowski families included female representatives showing interest in politics - this
is mainly about Ludwika the Countess of Ostrowska. As many as 20 brochures, leaflets,
posters and notes in the materials from the Potocki and Ostrowski Archives in
Maluszyn refer to women. This shows considerable interest in the female issue of
archive owners. Due to the fact that one of the authors of this article in the past has
dealt with the Potocki and Ostrowski families, among others in the works of Ludwika
Countess Ostrowska (Studnicka-Marianczyk, 2016) or the Manor House of Korowski
Family in Maluszyn (Studnicka-Marianczyk, 2014), she drew attention to the materials
characterizing the times and reality in which the Potocki family lived and Ostrowski.
The reality and political situation are shown in leaflets and appeals from various
political parties to citizens. In addition to strong agitation, one can deduct from them
what in the political life of that time was a priority for society - including women.
Due to the high historical value of the materials found and the surprisingly large
number of appeals to women as full citizens of the Second Polish Republic, the authors
decided to address the issue of women's first voting in the Poland. The analysis of
found source materials evoked in the authors a sense of duty to bring the reader closer
to the reality of the parliamentary elections and the role of women they played in this
important event for rebuilding Poland.

Currently, there are monographs in the literature describing the elections to
the Legislative Sejm and its activities in subsequent years, as well as the role of women
related to this issue. One of them is the work of Jerzy Myslinski - Women in inter-war
Poland (Myslinski, 2000), who accurately described the main lines of action of
socialists. A significant position is also the work of Maria Nartonowicz-Kot, 4 socialist
in the political and social life of Poland in the interwar years (Nartonowicz-Kot, 1966).
The exact characteristics of the Polish Socialist Party are included in their works by Jan
Tomicki - Polish Socialist Party (Tomicki, 1983) and Kazimierz Wiech Polish Socialist
Party 1918-1921 (Wiech, 1978). Regarding the second part of this article - the analysis
of the appeal of the Women's Independence Party - Grzegorz Zackiewicz's article
entitled Vision of independent Poland in the concepts of the National Independence Party
from 1917-1919 (Zackiewicz, 2018).
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Presenting the research material

The newly created state, which was the Second Polish Republic, after over a
hundred years of captivity, had to rebuild all administrative, legislative and
governmental structures. After regaining independence, the Poles vigorously set about
laying foundations for a strong and free state. On November 18, 1918, J6zef Pitsudski,
who had received command of the Polish Armed Forces from the Regency Council a
few days earlier, established the first Government of the Second Polish Republic
(Lange, 1919). A few days later, he issued a statement to other countries of the world
about the emergence of independent Poland (Chronicle..., 1994). Jedrzej Moraczewski
became the President of the Council of Ministers (Lange, 1919, p. 43). Then a decree
was signed, signed by Marshal Pitsudski and Prime Minister Moraczewski, regarding
the establishment of Polish representative power until the convocation of the
legislative parliament. Pitsudski's competence included appointing the government
and senior state officials as well as approving decrees issued by the government
(Czubinski, 1987). The main purpose of the government formed by Pitsudski was to
organize elections to the legislative parliament. At the end of November 1918, the rules
for electoral regulations were issued, and the date of the elections was specified -
January 26, 1919 (Lange, 1919, p. 43). It was one of the most important elements of the
reconstruction of the state. The elections were to be five adjectives: equal - every
citizen had the right to take part in the elections and had one vote; direct - each citizen
voted for one candidate from electoral lists; secret; proportional - political groups
received the number of seats in proportion to the votes received; universal - all adult
citizens of the Second Polish Republic could vote (Decree, 1919, p. 2). All citizens who
were 21 years of age had electoral rights. Other factors, such as religion, nationality,
social origin or gender, which until now had a significant impact on the selection of
people entitled to vote did not matter anymore (Rzepecki, 1920, pp. 9-19).

The novelty was allowing women to vote. Polish citizens received this right for
the first time in their history. Therefore, it was an event that strongly influenced the
environment of women activists (Sierakowska, 2009, pp. 33-47). They then achieved
their primary goal in equality with men (Pietrzak, 2000, pp. 77-91). They became full
citizens of the country in which they lived and worked. It should be noted that in the
then world the right to vote for women was not customary in other European
countries. In the reviving Republic of Poland, the authorities were one of the first in
Europe that decided to grant women such rights. Obtaining electoral rights by women
was used by political and social activists who wanted to take full advantage of the
opportunity to represent women's thought in the group of legislative authorities
(Sliwa, 2000, pp. 49-60). It is worth emphasizing that the merit of obtaining women's
electoral rights should be attributed to them. It was a complex process, which was
successful, and it included the work of many activists (Waniek, 2019).
The requirement to be on the electoral list was to obtain 50 signatures supporting the
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candidacy (Czubinski, 1987, pp. 48-49). In the absence of support for Jedrzej
Moraczewski, he resigned along with the government on January 16, 1919 (Goclon,
2009, p.135). Then his place was taken by Ignacy Paderewski, who formed a new
government. The issue of elections to the Legislative Sejm was quite complicated in the
reviving Polish State. These problems resulted mainly from the division of Polish
territories, which were not finally unified yet. In January 1919, citizens from parts of
the Kingdom of Poland voted. In February 1919, citizens of the Second Polish Republic
from Suwalszczyzna voted, in June from Greater Poland and in July from Biatystok.

Election to the Legislative Sejm was attended by: The National Election
Committee of Democratic Parties, the Polish People's Party “Liberation”, the Polish
Socialist Party, the Polish People’s Union, the Provisional Jewish National Council, the
Polish People's Party “Piast”, the National Workers' Union and others. Then the largest
number of votes was won by the National Electoral Committee of Democratic Parties
(Kacperski, 2007, p. 115), which included the National Democratic Party, the Christian
Democratic Party, the Polish Progressive Party, the National Union, and the National
Electoral Action of Polish Women. After a few weeks, the Real Political Party,
the National Rebirth Party, the National Labor Party, the Political Circle of Workers’
Associations, the Christian Workers’ Association and the Economic Independence
Union joined the original composition (Drewicz, 2012, pp. 86-87). The Polish
Liberation Party took the second place during the January election. PSL From the
beginning of its existence, it supported the activities of the Polish Military Organization
and the Ambulance League of Women. The Polish Socialist Party took the third place
in the election (Czubinski, 1987, p. 54).

Currently, before the election, citizens often face election campaigns, just as
it was 100 years ago. After the agreed date of elections to the Legislative Sejm,
the parties agitated among Polish citizens in their favor. Among the numerous appeals,
posters, leaflets and programs of leading political parties, whose authors were men,
women also began to speak. One such initiative was the appeal of the Women's
Department of the Polish Socialist Party (The Central Archives of Historical Records,
the Ostrowski and Potocki Archives of Maluszyn, Prints of elections..., 1919) issued in
1919 (The establishment of the women's department of the Polish Socialist Party dates
back to December 8-9, 1918, when the first Party Congress of Women took place -
see Waniek, 2019). Already at the beginning of the appeal of the PPS activists, it was
emphasized how important the elections to the Legislative Sejm would be, which in the
near future will adopt the constitution of the Second Polish Republic - a basic law
organizing the rights, obligations and system of the newly reborn state.
The importance of choosing the right people to decide about further shaping the state
was also emphasized. As the appeal came from the Women’s Department of the PPS,
it emphasized the paramount importance of choosing representatives of the working
people, which - according to the activists - constituted the majority of Polish society.
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As mentioned above, the appeal states that women have obtained voting rights on
an equal footing with men. However, it was shown not only as a right, but also as a
civic duty. PPS activists defined the program of the PPS Women’s Department as
follows:

“(...) it combined the slogans of socialism and feminism, in which the statement
of dual - class and gender - handicap of workers played an important role.
The activities of socialists were not limited to the struggle for economic liberation of
women, protection of their work, building women's trade unions. An equally important
task was to work to make the female proletariat aware of what equality is (Waniek,
2019).

According to the authors of the magazine, women should consider the right to
vote as an obligation to make up for the current inability to cast a vote, which pushed
them to the margins of political life. They also believed that the vote should take place
after deep reflection and only on representatives of socialism, under the threat
of suffering defeat as a citizen in the event that:

“they will cast their voices to those who have always thrown them away from
the brace of public life, saying that the woman is to remain silent in matters of politics,
deaf to their misery, when they cast their votes to the backslides, the enemies
of working people, the enemies of all liberation movement!” (The Central Archives
of Historical Records, the Ostrowski and Potocki Archives of Maluszyn, Prints
of elections..., 1919, p. 3).

The authors of appeals addressed to women of the reviving Polish state
threatened the assessment of future generations and criticism of them - as citizens
making bad choices, the effects of which will be felt by future generations. In our
opinion, the authors of the appeal try to reach all women from different social strata
and with different social and political views. The next part of the document makes
women aware of the need to speak and fight for this voice with ubiquitous men.
Following the appeal:

“Many of them consider politics at all to belong to them, political matters say
only care about men” (The Central Archives of Historical Records, the Ostrowski and
Potocki Archives of Maluszyn, Prints of elections..., 1919, p. 4).

This illustrates the division that existed between the women’s community
in the 20th century. Despite the individualities who wanted to act and have a voice as
a full citizen of the country, the remaining - a large proportion of women did not want
to interfere in politics, considering it not interesting and not worthy of deeper interest
(Kulak, 2016, pp. 24-25). This is completely justified, and this is because of the past,
in which the role of a woman was reduced to taking care of the home, giving birth and
raising children, and in later centuries also work (Kasprzyk, 2017). Women were
taught about their position in marriage, about the domination of personal and public
life by a man. Therefore, women who did not want to engage in political life were
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somewhat justified by the history and role of the woman she played in society.
Of course, this does not mean that women still remained “subjected” to their husband
and, in general, the male world in public space, because more and more of them were
educated, so that they were aware of the situation in the country, and obtaining
political rights was significant for them social promotion, which made it possible to
decide about the current situation in the country. Returning to the appeal of the PPS
activists, in the remainder of the appeal they listed matters that should be of interest to
every citizen, such as: borders of the Polish state, taxes that will be adopted in the
future, relations with neighbors, resolutions on the rights of employees, etc.
Pay attention to the fact that all these matters significantly affect the lives of not only
men, but also working women or women - mothers. The activists firmly disagree with
the women community's obligation to vote. The authors drew attention to another
aspect of allowing women to fully enjoy public rights - namely the possibility of co-
deciding on aspects related to women’s lives. Until now, men often decided about
women's matters without putting themselves in their place. Henceforth, after getting
into the Legislative Sejm female representatives, they could be the voice of women in
political discussions and matters concerning them. The activists also indicated the
need to get involved in a political organization, because in their opinion they only had
the chance to fight the overwhelming number of men involved in politics forever.
The PPS was shown as a political organization that will fight to defend the oppressed
women. The appeal also deplores the authors on working women who have not yet
had any impact on labor legislation. Numbers listed:

“(...) before the war, 6 million women in Austria worked for money, while in
Germany 12 million” (The Central Archives of Historical Records, the Ostrowski and
Potocki Archives of Maluszyn, Prints of elections..., 1919, p. 5).

The authors also pointed out that during the war it was women who worked
the most, taking over the positions of men who were directed to the front. In addition,
it should be noted that in an appeal to women, PPS activists spoke loudly about
widespread hunger wages for women who, after the war, despite the work they had to
do, often faced the disability of her husband who returned home. The authors also
pointed to the lack of social assistance for women:

“In greater numbers doomed to their own work and transition, without
anyone’s help hard way of life, are women in this situation that in the event of illness
or childbirth, in the event of unemployment and old age they must suffer misery and
are abused at every step” (The Central Archives of Historical Records, the Ostrowski
and Potocki Archives of Maluszyn, Prints of elections..., 1919, p. 6).

The authors of the text also argued about the protection that the Polish
Socialist Party has in the past provided for working women. They pointed out the
mortality of women working mainly in tobacco, phosphorus and lead factories. The
authors enumerated numerous hardships of war and post-war life. Expensive in shops,
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the need for women who, after work, had to take care of the entire farm and children.
They also indicated the amount of taxes that had an impact on the life of the entire
nation. In their appeal calling for votes at the elections to the Legislative Sejm, the
activists presented postulates concerning the life of a pregnant woman and the mother
of an infant, which should be changed with the establishment of a new parliament.
Woman:

“1) should be dismissed from work with the right to return to her - 8 weeks
before delivery and 8 weeks after delivery; all this time she should receive a allowance
no lower than 11/2 of her earnings.

2) should benefit from free midwifery and medical assistance; have free help
provided at the farm and taking care of children from special substitutes during the
puerperium. In cases of need mothers should receive underwear, children's layettes
and all that is necessary for raising a baby in cleanliness and health.

3) nursing women who have returned to work should be released every few
hours to feed their child. They should receive an additional payment equal to half
of their earnings. There should be cribs for infants not far from the worker’s mother’s
workplace, which would allow her to feed the child without taking a long break from
the work.

4) all these allowances should be issued from state funds through special
maternity funds” (The Central Archives of Historical Records, the Ostrowski and
Potocki Archives of Maluszyn, Prints of elections..., 1919, p. 11).

Then PPS activists drew attention to the decisive influence of women on
education in the country. They also stated that obtaining a political voice by women is
in the interest of the entire nation, which would develop much better.

In their summary, they highlighted the primary importance of the matters they
cited to readers. They considered it necessary for women to be involved in political
and public life of the state in order to have an impact on all matters related to women’s
life. The activists drew attention to the possibility of women's representation by
a woman who could raise issues important to the women's community, often
overlooked by men. At the end of their appeal, they called for voting for the Polish
Socialist Party as the duty of a good citizen who cares about the fate and future of her
country:

“Women Citizens! Mostly in the nation, you can tip the scales of victory to the
side of those fighting for a good cause, so let them not shirk their vote and fulfill their
duty in the name of the highest goal that we strive for in the name of future
generations! - Women's Department of the Polish Socialist Party” (The Central
Archives of Historical Records, the Ostrowski and Potocki Archives of Maluszyn, Prints
of elections..., 1919, p. 16).

Other political parties also wanted to use their influence on women who
obtained the right to vote in the next vote. In addition to the appeal of the activists of
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the Polish Socialist Party described above, the National Independence Party expressed
its opinion addressed to the women's community (The National Independence Party -
founded in March 1917, a group of the left wing of independence, cooperated with the
Polish Military Organization. Its ranks mainly included urban intelligence. The main
activists of the Party were: Jan Cynarski, Bolestaw Czarkowski, Gustaw Danitowski,
Medard Downarowicz, Piotr Gérecki, Tadeusz Hotowko, Wacltaw Sieroszewski, Artur
Sliwinski, and Stanistaw Thugutt. G. Zackiewicz, cit. pp. 189-210). In a brochure
entitled A Woman's Task in the Legislative Sejm, the authors tried to win the votes of
women. From the very beginning, activists in the brochure emphasize the importance
of the upcoming elections, treating them as decisive for the overall revival of the Polish
state. The authors expressed their approval for the electoral law, believing that the
principles on which the elections are to be conducted are completely democratic and
correct. In addition, they compared the democratic electoral code to the code of other
countries in the world - according to the authors in the most democratic nations:

“This broad democratic electoral law, which is used in the most cultural and
democratic nations (Scandinavian, Finnish, US, Australia, and recently England) opens
up new horizons for Polish women for political and civic work and gives her the right
to feel state-creative cooperation” (The Central Archives of Historical Records, the
Ostrowski and Potocki Archives of Maluszyn...,, 1919, Party of National Independence,
p-1)

And in this appeal, as well as in the appeal of the PPS activists, we can find
a statement about the numerous obligations that lie on the shoulders of women, while
the lack of existing civil rights and more. The authors originating from the National
Independence Party also highlighted the current situation of solving women's
problems, affecting the ignorance of men deciding the fate of the entire nation.
However, one can notice a significant difference between the previously described
appeal of PPS activists and the second one from the National Independence Party.
The second appeal, in its content was not so urgent, its authors in a gentler,
more subtle way tried to make women aware of the positive sides of gaining political
and public awareness. So, they exchanged advantages:

“(...), having political rights, the woman will become acquainted with the entire
complex of our national and social life, expand her worldview, raise her civic dignity,
stop being passive, indecisive and cowardly. By obtaining rights to the Sejm and local
government, Polish women become true citizens of their beloved homeland”
(The Central Archives of Historical Records, the Ostrowski and Potocki Archives of
Maluszyn..., 1919, Party of National Independence, p. 2).

The authors familiarized readers with previous years in which women applied
for civil rights. These efforts were directed to the first Council of State, to the Regency
Council, to the ministerial minister Kucharzewski and the ministerial minister
Swiezynski. Then, in the appeal, allegations were made about the lack of earlier
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possibility for women to influence the fate of the nation. Activists also warned of the
National Democracy, whose intentions they considered insincere. They then call on
women to vote for the United Republican Election Committee on list 1:

“So, in her own interest and in the interest of the good of the future and power
of the nation, a woman should go along with Polish democracy, and the sincerest
representatives are the candidates of the UNITED REPUBLICAN ELECTION
COMMITTEE, LISTING NO.1” (The Central Archives of Historical Records,
the Ostrowski and Potocki Archives of Maluszyn.., 1919, Party of National
Independence, p. 2).

The authors once again emphasized the importance of elections to the
Legislative Sejm and the need for women to vote. The second part of the appeal of the
National Independence Party showed the possibility of female representatives
entering the Legislative Sejm. Then it was pointed out the responsibility that will rest
on women who get to the Sejm - and this is primarily a fight for equal rights in matters
of work, earnings, positions (Zackiewicz, 2018, p. 204). The authors also tackled the
problem of marriage and its inseparability, commenting that it disturbs a certain
freedom of a man who remains unhappy. To protect family and marriage rights,
the authors of the brochure saw women who would enter the Legislative Seym and
become MPs. Like the activists of PPS, they raise the matter of motherhood and the
situation of pregnant women, which should be changed without delay:

“The reborn Polish State, after so many years of war disasters and terrifying
mortality, must create laws that would guarantee the nation's development, strength
and due population growth. (..) To this end, a special law on maternity insurance and
adirectly related right to child protection must be created” (The Central Archives
of Historical Records, the Ostrowski and Potocki Archives of Maluszyn..., 1919, Party of
National Independence, p. 3).

In the last part of their appeal, the authors drew attention to social problems,
which were: prostitution, alcoholism, and smoking. Finally, they pay attention to the
attribute of women, which is a more altruistic and emotional attitude - which will
undoubtedly be a new element in political life. This leads to greater reflection,
discussion of many decisions made by men - among the issues rejected by a woman
include, inter alia, war or other bloody conflicts.

Conclusions

Both appeals set out a number of policy issues and the women involved directly
and indirectly. Political parties tried to convince by all means women to vote for their
party or party. This is not surprising, due to the fact that women being half the nation,
received the rights and had a significant impact on the course of the election.
Agitations led by different parties have outdone each other in portraying the role of
women in elections. Not only on the part of women voters, but also women candidates
who are to remain the representation of women in the Legislative Sejm. Women,
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however, faced a difficult choice, surrounded by promises from all sides. Having no
experience in political life, they had to decide what they want for their homeland and
whom they could trust. It was not an easy task, even because of the fact that women
have been removed from politics so far, which led to their ignorance and lack of
awareness. It should be noted, however, that both appeals, despite the environments in
which they were issued, are in fact similar to each other and raise the same issues.
This shows us a picture of the life of the rebirthing the Second Polish Republic and the
issues that were to be changed. The problem of choosing the appropriate authorities
representing the voice of the nation was and is still a difficult and complicated issue,
which is why it is necessary to understand and appreciate the behavior of women who
suddenly gained a voice in the political life of the Second Polish Republic.
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Photo 1. Elections to the Sejm and the Feminine Case - Central Election Office P. P. S.
Feminine Department of the Polish Socialist Party, Source: Central Archives of
Historical Records, Ostrowski and Potocki Archives from Maluszyn, prints on the
elections to the legislative parliament (posters, appeals, leaflets), 1919.

153



MixxHapoJHi BiJHOCHUHU: TEOPETUKO-IIPAKTUYHI acCleKTH
Bunyck 6 (2020)

ISSN (print) 2616-745X; ISSN (online) 2616-7794

poOLEEA PALTIA SOCIALISTYCZRA.

Glosujcie na lisle ! " mo‘;tié!l. na lisle ' I
P.P.S. N2 2 P. 'f. S, Jll 2.

Do Kobiet! = ¥ e

Towarzyszki! Obywatelki!

Po lataeh prremory obeej nadesala dla |miell prawa do cleplyoh, jesnyeh micazkaf
lodn  polskiego chwila wyrwolenhs | oto

by dzieal naszs misly zapownions nan
sam, wlasnn woln 2hlorawn stanowié wa o (ke | wyehowarle w szkodach n

powszechnyeh
tam, ink sle dalel ragdzié | fakie ma byé {dostateczns odtywianie, pomos

Tekarsky, by

w Polsen prawo, {roaly w zdrowiu | swobodizle, :
ZWiain slq wybory do Seimu ustawo- | by keida watka minla zapswniony po-

dnwegegn, Xifry ma okeedliE, ustwnowid | moe pafistwown na ckres maclorzybistwa

watwiordzié - fon nowy Iad w Polae, nowe | by radodule speluiaé mogla th szezyine po,

PrOwA mastaro Avela knoloornego, wolanie wloone na nig przez nature;
Koblaty! W fedrym szereoun 2

me2ozy- feroli cheecle, by ‘wirslkis prawo w
naml staiects do wepdlpracy w tem wiel- Polsca dyktowsla praca, nie wak posiadanie
kiem dzfele! Rand 1ndowy edaiell waayst- | hogartw: :

Xim ohywatelkow kenin réwnego vawa glo- | Wyblerajele do Sejmu Ustawndaw-
sowania | webleralnofel, RAwny pha posin- crego tveh, ktérzy od drzissiatkow lat
da dzik oajubodsen  wyrobniea | parcbek walcza o wyzwolenie ludu

s
wiejakl, jak magoet | fabrykant! od wszelkie] przemocy | wyzysku, ?
Kobloty! Sirzedeln tora shorly obyws- | W moxolnym, peloym offar tredsie Mnl.

talakiej rownodel | ramietaicie, te skorzy. |2#weze do feva, by w Bolsse, ¢ kibrej w

sianie x proslogoiserge mem pmwa fort |Podlertodé waloxyli, dobsrza Lylo wazystkim,

pamxym  obowigzkiem. Nikomn e wolpe Dietviko mnlefsodel srrzvwilejowsnel.
wehylué sle od ndsieln w wyhorsch do Sof- | Wybleralela socialistéw umiesacro-
me  natawodawerego. hh’lvmn ne mlm;'::;:’"l’l' “6?& !:;‘.3‘“.’ Partjl Socjali-

< powindzieé soble: ohaldria sle tam hez e ~
molene olosul Ani fedns symion's w Pol-‘ Kabiety! Sa nes v Polsce milievy, sta-
908 spaé nin powinno. Zadnvin rokom bez- Rowimy wiekeza er | ludnokel, w wa-
ezyfints 2lo2onvm sneczvwat e wolpo |WYeh rekaeh. w naerveh aumienisoh  spe-
:‘M dobin, Miedy przysziosé loda pol- |"2ywA loa !

fego sl rezstrzvoar® ‘ Tmr::m! @hywatalki! Zoudbole

Ol t I Wi wervetkie, niech gadna wie vomieshs
. o oVRTajemy. w taXem s7¢ sty souge | ¥OE0 ohrwateleklops bawiaiky, sie mmar
o egt ST | watrawie

v rlowe

Drining : noaloehn  nisprosgonymy €

dxinei nn dodw, N red. s
b 'unmh mnv;m::w:?:ﬁ ‘1‘::. ,.\: Wﬂ‘ wﬂ:ﬂmm‘ 'h-

/ Wy ", Wl [ .
 Packam it Neptal en s wverehe tef edy |4OWY. 8- Grayelevsieie. do wray wyborese]
Wyrist — o1n o TR zostswll w dyledgls | T 104N va wasldw ‘
~ ebwis stary pormdek! " | Polskio) Part] Secjallstycznel! Lista No2.
. . uxoum!' Jast duio de yodamowlenis 7a :-:'-. wols miech zrinie prremes
B wminny na levese! mya 1 clemnota : b Br
g0 ) .tuin ehegsio. brovigdy jud na Awieely A vasrn wola wieeh sia stanié woloa

ule rorpetsis sie vOWa woien, . | Polaks vracuigerps tade!
by kv eatewink procviae misl | Glosujeie wexystkie
pewnione doatster na bredl srsvmania | : ..5“." Mme
m ':":'1::’:.'\”." r;.lﬂ.—" w.. Y "" '

- feh=tarukinrn wyavaky | Wvd ahlocy :

ﬁﬁ?. Tami -.. b; wayrey m’:  Palelkda == 10 7 -"allatyezna).

Photo 2. Appeal to women - Polish Socialist Party, Source: Central Archives of
Historical Records, Ostrowski and Potocki Archives from Maluszyn, prints on elections
to the legislative parliament (posters, appeals, leaflets), 1919.
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Photo 3. Mothers' meeting - Polish Socialist Party, Source: Central Archives of
Historical Records, Ostrowski and Potocki Archives from Maluszyn, prints on the
elections to the legislative parliament (posters, appeals, leaflets), 1919.
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Photo 4. Task of a woman in the Legislative Sejm - Party of National Independence,
Source: Central Archives of Historical Records, Ostrowski and Potocki Archives of
Maluszyn, prints on the elections to the legislative parliament (posters, appeals,
leaflets), 1919.
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Pic. 5 and 6. Polish women! - National Election Organization of Polish Women, Source:
Central Archives of Historical Records, Ostrowski and Potocki Archives from Maluszyn,
prints on elections to the legislative parliament (posters, appeals, leaflets), 1919.
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Pic. 7 and 8. Polish Women - National Election Organization of Polish Women, Source:
Central Archives of Historical Records, Ostrowski and Potocki Archives from Maluszyn,
prints on the elections to the legislative parliament (posters, appeals, leaflets), 1919.
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